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ASHEM spoke Lo Moses, saying: ® Speak to the Children of Israel and let them téke for Me
earl motivates him you shall take My portion.

3 This is the portion that you shall take from thern: gold, silu‘er, and copper; 4and tu‘rquoise,'
purple, and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair; 5 red-dyed ram skins, t_aclhash skins, acacia wood;
% oil for illumnination, spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense;

a portion, from every man whose h
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and stones for the settings, for the Ephod and the Breastplate.

¢ They shall make a Sanctuary for Me — so that [ may dwell among them — * like everything
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1-7. Contributions for the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle, its
vessels, and the priestly garments were made from the thir-
teen types of raw materials that are listed here. With only two
exceptions (see note to v. 3), everything was to be given vol-
untarily. So anxious were the people to have a share increat-
ing a resting place for the Shechinah, and so prompt and en-
thusiastic was their free-willed response, that those in charge

contributions (36:3-6). Once these materials were in hand,
eople appointed by God were put in charge of fashioning
thern into the various final products.

2. "9"1mpn — And let them take for Me. Rashi comments that
the term for Me indicates that people should contribute for
the Tabernacle purely for the sake of God's Name, not be-
cause of social pressure or in quest of honor,

(:f the work had to appeal to Moses to order a halt to the
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4 MY SOLE DESIRE R Huch

the marriage between Hashem and the Jewish People also
have threatened to bury them if they didn't accept the Torah?
Would a chassan threaten his kallah under their chuppah that
if she didn’t marry him, she'd be buried there?

The Baal HaTanya, zy'a, resolves the apparent contradic-
tion by explaining that it was precisely. the fierce love between
Hashem and the Jewish People revealed at that time that forced
them to accept the Torah (Likutei Torah, Parshas Reeih, p.22).

The pesukim in Shir Hashirim continue to describe the love
between Hashem and the Jewish People: “For love is as strong
as death... its coals are coals of fire of the flawme of Hashem.
Many waters cannot extinguish the [fire of this] love” (8:6). The
Jewish People’s love for Hashem is as strong as death: they,
would rather die than give up their love for Hashem. The
love of a Jew for Hashem is likened to a flame. “The candle of
Hashem is the soul of man”— just as a flame always burns up-
ward, even if doing so will cause it to be extinguished, so, too,

~the Jewish neshamah always yearns to draw closer to Hashem,
and a Jew is even willing to give his life to fulfill this yearning,

s§ At Har Sinai, the inner essence of the Jewish neshamah
was revealed for the first time, and the Jews' fierce love for
Hashem flared up openly. It was this intense love that forced
the Jews to accept the Torah. The situation can be compared
to that of a kallah who tells her chassan at their chuppah, “If
you don’t marry me, [ can't go on living; my love for you is sq
great” The deep love of the Jews to Hashem “under the apple
tree” —at Har Sinai — was what compelled them to accept the

~ Torah, Otherwise, they felt, what was there to live for?

%Ever since Mattan Torah, this intense love for Hashem
is ingrained in our soul. “Its coals are coals of fire” — just as
coals sustain fire for a long time, our love for Hashem is al-
ways retained deep inside us, even when we don't feel it.

\S We go through times of /iester, when we don't feel a sense

of yearning to serve Hashem and we don't feel any spiritual

elevation in our prayers and mitzvos, and it seems to us
that we've been distanced from Hashem. However, even in

the darkest times, the deepest part of our essence, the che-

~ lek Eloka min mmmal is still there w1thm us, always longing for

B |

Hashem its Source (Tanya Likutei Amarim 1: 16).

_ Deep within our souls, we are happy to do Hashem’s will,
even when we don't fee/ that this elevates us. Sometimes, it

is the body that wants to experience pleasure from a heart-
felt, uplifting prayer and passionately performed mitzvos.
We don't always have to struggle and try to force ourselves
to experience joy and passion in our avedas Hashem; rather,
we should continue to serve Hashem with emunah and inner
calm. We have to know that Torah and mitzvos connect us to

\Go

. AT MATTAN TORAH, the Jews proclaimed “na@seh — we will do”
and only afterward, "nishma — we will hear” At this revelation
of the deepest essence of their souls, they declared that they
wanted to do Hashem’s will even if they didn't “hear” — that
is, grasp and feel the deveikus in fulfilling mitzvos. The Jew-
ish soul is in its very essence drawn to Hashem, regardless of
one’s conscious feelings,

1‘-’ The advantage of doing mitzvos with enthusiasm is that
the body, too, becomes part of the fulfillment of the mitzvah,
and the Jew is thus wholly engaged in kedushah. On the other
hand, our serving Hashem out of emunak in times of fester,

L 19

wrhw Ty

TIND 71273 2RI P WD BP MW Y W CPNR KRN 12 AT W
m-n:nn nyE-m 57T 1% 1B IR (3D 4T MIAN) YEURTAR TN NN mwyh
QYATA AYYIPT DIYAY — DY R NWROA NO AwyR ohwnt 0w
BTR MWD L TYRYIIWIR Ky TP RPN SR D RIAY — DR
R 277 YRaT MY Yy Yapw NR (T Y¥On AvR P nnad myn b ww
NN RaTD YT L Mt 3N0an wpa ypwd Xhw mibp hw onrnd pipr
b mEy by Sapw M AEAT? MpI W NN DYI3 M T 1A
SR DD AaaR Bob PPt R b maw e 5anan IR nosh
my KW ;5P MR W — WD PP W s DMR AIYR YY Ar ey 4
nbpa IMR MR M TR MBI 0701 By Kn 1w mbpa an Tan
DONK DY YoM M MY T3 WAAW R OBBEM A e e
IPIDY. 3 R 7123, R OTRA 73 M09 0vo101 yrpha amm
ORIINTS 7130 RAT TR0 LAoNDMY 1IMA DTRA PIOn RY 13 9y o0 nemnt
A9 BA — @3 P ML s REA R TTVD 9 MR TR KW 2mSpa 10 99
LaRIN 12 wanwn ,m?1Ta 81013 W 0T
MYV 2R3 PR U0 'S Amwn — [ ?0TRT 0w ONDIST 11 1 {
VTR

W1 .NYERI MRRN WPPNa MR nTAE KT DY oY B pinn 03 aw
LI “OMD12 AT

— NPREWAI ; AANTIA 3 D1EwAR 1 1008 23 17 AWy f7apa 0 IR

L,
waw mnsn by — nramaa 1 oaTin 219w wnabh T :1:‘:@7 on’
Sp mbes DU 1*MM DR 5 A*apn W I Ana Phne m? 013 s

AMna POy KW M0 — AN Yw am nnw N2 Wpom O O — 1an
1= s-m;rm — NOWN DAy

AR TR 2 :nn:n AMHTI ‘7 NR T3P YR M 303 ¢ MR :mnww
MY 27 KT H“’an-w MY ANNY TYWR K MR RT3 T m; 1:::;; ,/:"_,
binn X7 DIEMIN N30 (P DYPRN WATE) T ANK DY ? 7oK 2
NPl wwRh A Ok 72 by WoRmA MRMIBA ANRWD T GNUTRR ane

by °3 bepARAR DITINN T9D2 RIMW LAY ANERI TNN2 nuoms ‘mx
cygm 537 TR AMVTY ARW MATY Moo XN OVRPY ponbraa ot

KD TP 137 135 T PIBA I3 K AMAT AT LR
&L Hi!ﬁd ah- KK&JJ’MWM

7™ nce we understand that our purpose in this world is to
. achieve closeness to Hashem, we need to change our frag-
. ented approach to Torah and mitzvos. Most people tend to think
that the main thing is just the superficial action — getting it done
— and they therefore don’t place much emphasis on how they go

Sabout their mitzvos. They view the infusion of concentration and

meaning into mitzvos as a “cherry on top.”

In truth, however, the primary aspect of the mitzvah is not the
action itself, but the heart behind it, as Chazal tell us (Sanhedrin
106b): *p2 N2> NN, Hashem wants our heart. Similarly, the Mesil-
las Yesharim writes (Ch. 16) that our mitzvah actions alone are not
sufficient to Hashem; rather, the most important thing 1s the pure
intention of the person’s heart. If the heart, which is king and leader

s Hashem, even when we don't feel it. This belief itself connects
us to the kedushah of our mitzvos.

"Neaaseh venishma —
We will do and we will hear”

of the other limbs of the body, does not devote itself to the service
of Hashem, the service of the rest of the limbs is meaningless.
Two people can perform the same mitzvah and, while their deeds
appear identical on the surface, they are actually worlds apare, since
the quality of the action is measured by the heart and the intent
that goes into it. Their respective actions can be compared to two
objects that are gold on the outside, but one is merely gold plated

~ and the other is solid gold. Accordingly, we can never compare



\1

onc person’s level of righteousness to that of another, because only
Hashem knows the true quality of each person’s mitzvah obser-
vance.

The Orchos Tzaddikim (Shaar HaSimchah) writes that one who
performs a mitzvah with joy receives a thousand times more reward
than one who performs a mitzvah joylessly. Imagine if a person
shook a lulav and esrog one year with joy — that would be worth a
thousand years of doing the very same mitzvah without joy!

If we consider our relationships with other people, we can readily
relate to the significance of how we go about our mitzvos. 1f a man
oives his wife a gift begrudgingly, then no matter how e¢xpensive a
gift it is, it will not be well received. A smaller gift, with love and
meaning, will go much farther in puilding their relationship. Like-
wise, the development of our relationship with Hashem depends
primarily on how we serve Him, not merely on the actions we E;:

form.
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Adam was commanded not to eat of the fruit of the
Tree of Knowledge. Obedience to that command was all that

be well; the world would reach its perfection in a few short
hours and be forever perfect. But Adam felt that such an
arrangement lacked a significant enough part for him: what
would his contribution be to that perfection? Only the
passive non-action of resisting one solitary transgression?
Surely he was capable of much more than that? Surely he
was capable of bullding worlds on his own? Surely he could
be tested much more severely and prove his love of his
Creator much more powerfully?

Adam reasoned that if he were to eat that fruit and

bring himself and the world down from their rarefied and
almost perfect spirituality into heavy physicality with all the
lemptations and possibilities of failure which ‘would result,
and then hold strong, within that lower state remain_true to
his Creator, that would be a far greater act of service than
merely desisting from one simple action of disobedience.
Essentially, he wished to amplify the scope of his free will so
that there would be more work to be done, and therefore
more opportunity to draw close to Hashem of his own doing.
He sensed that there was far more scope and potential
for expression of his independent free will than his given
situation allowed. And he was right. And he was wrong, He

was right because in truth he had enormous potential; he
was close to Divine in his greatness and virtually unlimited
in power. But he was wrong because in going against the
Divine command he would be moving out of reality.

33 And this is the point to understand: in every action of
human free choice which is in contradiction to the Divine

command there is a powerful illusion of independence -

*”No»one tells me what to do”; there is an assertion” of self

R

which is heady in its potency. But in every action which is in
contradiction fo the Divine command there is a death; if
Hashem is the definition of existence, then any action
against Him, no matter how powerful its sense of reality, is
an action out of existence.

The nature of human emotion is such that there js a_
resistance to doing that which is commanded from outside

the self; in such obedience lies a negation of self, a negation

of desire and of that deepest level of the personality which is_
the seat of free choice. And in such obedience there is a

sense of death too — a deep level of self is being annulled,
negated, slain.

'y

So what is the true purpose of the free will we are

vield it to Hashem. But here lies the secret: the act of
vielding the freedom to choose is the greatest act of free choice
possible. That act is not a sacrifice of will; in depth it is the
highest assertion of will. That is the challenge Adam was
given: use your will to want what I want; kill not your
freedom to choose but that part of it that seeks to make you
separate from Me. Use your will; use it to give it to Me; in
that way we shall become One.

Do not seek heroics; do not seek to prove what you can
do. Simply obey; anything else is no more than assertion of
ege. Such assertion of self feels good while it lasts, deeply
good because it is an expression of human essence; but in
truth itis illusion. Do not choose to be free; choose instead to
be obliged - bondage to Me in true obligation is the real

fresdam

<given? The answer is that its highest use is to give it up, to)

e
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In the work of sacrificing the _eg_q,__itiigfzasz to be
misdirected — destroying the negative aspects of the ego, the
vested interests, does not mean destroying the will. One

who has cbnq‘uered_@e_ ego should not be an unmotivated

f\,‘mbcatW— quite the contrary; one should be burning with

A

motivation, The dedication of the faculty of bechira, free will,
to the Creator does not mean sacrificing will; the mistake
which can be made here is to destroy all motivation a‘nd
become an empty, emotionless vacuum of a personalhty.
That is not what is required. The spiritual path here is to
sharpen the will, to hone to a razor's edge the drive of the -

(lel, to fan the flames of raw motivation and desire into a

blaze — and fully active and flamingly alive, to give them to
Hashem.

A true servant is not an empty shell of a human from
whom all content has been drained, a mechanical and bland
being who lacks all will and interest. Exactly the opposite: a
true and valuable servant is one who burns with motivation,
whose will is powerful and unshakable, but whose will is
poised constantly to carry out the wishes of the master, not
the personal vested interests of the servant. He has made his
master’s will his will, he acts as passionately for his master as
he possibly could for himself because there is no difference
between his master’s desires and his own.

C O

L“ When the Jewish people accepted the Torah, they said
“Na'aseh v'nishma — We shall do, and we shall hear.” They
committed themselves to obey before they knew what that
obligation would mean. Many depths are contained here,
but relevant te our discussion is this: Torah is all obligation,
as we have seen. The Jewish people knew that And they
knew that Torah must be received and fulfilled as obligation.

hey obligated themselves to Hashem without knowing the

Getaﬂs because that is the true nature of such obligation - it
is my commitment to You that matters, not my judgement of
whether or not | can fulfill this or that detail And so they
took on Torah as pure obligation. Bui they chose that

s 4 obligation; they chose to be forever bonded and obliged.

And that is why at Sinai the Torah was forced on us! At
Sinai Hashem forced His Torah on us with no alternative.
But the Jewish people had already accepted Torah — why
was it necessary to use force at the actual giving? The idea is

that what had been accepted was Torah as obligation — not
Torah as voluntary observance. The Jewish people had
chosen to give away their free will forever in this matter,
chosen to become obliged, used their freedom to become
bonded. And that was a step in the direction of correcting
the original problem of man; at Sinai the [ewish people
stood at the level of Adam before his fall.



That is the only way to correct that original problem.
That problem remains our constant ordeal, and our path is
the path of Torah; Torah as obligation, Torah as the pathway
of using free will to elevate thatswill to a h

AL
: higher plane. That

is the pathway to the bonding of worlds ' ’
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It ma‘y seem that the person has grown in ruchniyus, but, in
a Eertam respect, he has not elevated his motivations for doing
mijtzuos very much. He is essentially the same person he was as a
young child decades earlier.

er task in life is to elevate our motivation in the fulfillment of
mitzvos to a level where we do them purely for Hashem's sake, "%
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